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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EMIN, JA 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE NICKEL DIALOGUE 

REF: STATE 183006 

JAPANESE RLNA OFFAXDS SAY THAT NICKEL PRODUCER-CONSUMER 
FORUM (PCF) WAS PROPOSED INFORMALLY AT MITI BY AUSTRALIAN 
OFFICIALS ACCOMPANYING DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER ANTHONY ON 
HIS VISIT TO JAPAN IN MARCH OF THIS YEAR. MOFA OFFICIALS 
DO NOT BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT ANY WRITTEN OR OTHER FORMAL 
PROPOSAL HAS BEEN RECEIVED BY JAPANESE GOVERNMENT, AND 
THEY HAVE HEARD NOTHING ON NICKEL PCF RECENTLY. THEY 
WOULD NEED TO KNOW MORE ABOUT IT TO TAKE POSITION; THEY 
WOULD WISH, THEY ADDED, TO WEIGH OTHER COUNTRIES' 
ATTITUDES IN DECIDING THEIR OWN. MANSFIELD 
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